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Literary Palpation:
on Doctor’s Reading and Listening and Writing
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Palpation
L. palpatio-- palpo (“touch softly, stroke; flatter”) + -tio.

“Palpation is the process of using one's hands to check the body, especially while
perceiving/diagnosing a disease or illness.[1] ”

“Palpation is a method of feeling with the fingers or hands during a physical
examination. The health care provider touches and feels your body to examine
the size, consistency, texture, location, and tenderness of an organ or body part.

From National Library of Medicine,US
https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/002284.htm#:~:text=Palpation%20is%20a%20method %200f,an%200organ%200r%20body%20part.
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https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/002284.htm#:%7E:text=Palpation%20is%20a%20method%20of,an%20organ%20or%20body%20part
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Liver Hand Palpation, 4th century BC Blood-letting, 6th century BC

Hippocrates examining a patient’s upper abdomen Red-figure Aryballos, now in Paris, Musée Du Louvre
(possibly palpating the spleen?). Photograph courtesy of https://www.herodote.net/La medecine a 1 epoque romaine-
Dr Barbara Bain, St Mary's Hospital, London. enjeu-149.php

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/cms/asset/88129968-8a37-4b88-b4fa-
530bb4df590f/bjh 3425 fl.



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/cms/asset/88129968-8a37-4b88-b4fa-530bb4df590f/bjh_3425_f1.gif
https://www.herodote.net/La_medecine_a_l_epoque_romaine-enjeu-149.php

Palpation (H YnAdenonc) of St. Thomas

Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, The Incredulity of Saint Thomas (Secular Version),1602,
https://en.Wikipedia.org/wiki/The Incredulity of Saint Thomas i

The Assurance of Apostle Thomas [Greek wording “The Touching of Thomas”] '

Holy Icons from Mount Athos, handmade Greek Orthodox icon, Jesus Christ and ' / W T Ononciditg o Sic o
Apostle Thomas Byzantine art. https://www.athoniteusa.com/collections/gold-holy- e
icons/products/the-assurance-of-apostle-thomas

Paolo Moranda Cavazzola, “The Incredulity of St. Thomas,” https:/publisher-ncreg.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/pb-
ncregister/swp/hvohms/media/20230416080412 4b7e72e85eacda42b13432fcf4dd0633c07cef334a416b9d6acl8d6dee59d406.webp



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Incredulity_of_Saint_Thomas_(Caravaggio)
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Jason Palpating the patient’s abdomen, 2"? century

AD,Tombstone, British Library; funerary stele of an Athenian physician called Jason (2ndece
century shown examining a young patient by palpating the abdomen; a cupping vessel nearby;
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/G_1865-0103-3
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170 drachmas Greek Stamp issued in 1998, for the 16th World Congress of the International Society for Heart Research, held on the
island of Rhodos. Tirilomis T. “Heart research and ancient Greek medicine.” Heart. 2003 Jan;89(1):2. doi: 10.1136/heart.89.1.2. PMID: 12482775;
PMCID: PMC1767505. https://www.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1767505/
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Danielle Ofri, MD

(BEIRYALEHR: BRNOZETE) -8R - 2020 -

ll Danielle Ofri, What Doctors Feel: Doctors
Feel
How Emotions Affect the Practice, 2013. [MD. PhD] ...

“Jefferson Scale of Empathy”:5%/Z & El{#1=(Thomas Jefferson U,
Philadelphia)
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Ofri, What Patients Say, What Doctors Hear (2017)
Medicine in Translation: Journeys with My Patients (2011)

Daniette Ofri
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Palpation

Techniques or Process?

Encounter, Touch and Connect
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Treating the injured
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The NHS is short on doctors,
therapists and Parkinson’s Nurses
We can’t wait for care.

Surgeons’ Hall in Edinburgh,
Headquarters of the Royal
College of Surgeons of
Edinburgh (RCSEAd).




Memories about a Doctor | know....

Winds in the Willow (1908) by Kenneth Grahame, original

illustration by E. S. Shepard, in Bodleian Library, Oxford,
https://images.app.goo.gl/gwAcxoTPeLqN86gC9

Colossal Statue of the Queen, at the Royal Institution (now the

Roayl Academy), Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal Scottish Academy Building#/media/File:Edinburgh -
_Royal Scottish Academy Building - 20140421192731.jpg

“The Ship on The Shore,” A floating restaurant, Leith Harbour, Edinburgh

Peggotty’s Boat House of David Copperfield?
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